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The Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association published
the most comprehensive study of dog bite-related fatalities.1
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The authors examined every DBRF in the
US from 2000—2009 in detail

DBRFs are extremely rare,
averaging only 26 a year.

study
based
on data
POLICE

This study uncovers factors
that may help prevent serious
dog bite injuries.

MOST CASES HAD SEVERAL CONTROLBLE FACTORS:

87%

no capable person
present to intervene

Victim unable to interact
appropriately with dog due
to age or physical condition

37%

Victim had no familiar
relationship with dog

85%

77

Owners failed to spay
or neuter the dog

%

84%

Owner keeping resident dogs
rather than family pets

76%

Owner’s prior
mismanagement of dogs

Owner’s abuse or
neglect of dogs

MOST OF THESE FACTORS WERE
PRESENT IN4 OUT OF5 CASES

21

%

These events can be connected to human decisions about interacting
with dogs, NOT characteristics of the dogs, like breed. Using this
information, we may be able to reduce serious dog bite-related injuries.

?

UNIDENTIFIED

IN 82% OF CASES, 210 OUT OF 256 DOGS,
BREED COULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED

IDENTIFIED

Of breeds determined with confidence in DBRFs, these were
scaered among 20 breeds and 2 known mixes.

75

%

OF ANIMAL PROFESSIONALS
ARE WRONG WHEN VISUALLY
IDENTIFYING A DOG’S BREED.

Due to misinformation on breed identification and the
inconsistency of breeds involved in DBRFs, focusing on breed
is NOT helpful in preventing these incidents.
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TODAY

MEDIA REPORTS ARE UNRELIABLE
Especially regarding breed identification
40% of the breed(s)
reported by the media
differed from the breed(s)
listed on Animal Control
case reports.

90

%

90% of media reports
identified dogs as a single
breed. However, 46% of
dogs in the US are mixed
breed dogs.

40%

6

%

In at least 6% of deaths,
the news erroneously
reported the number of
dogs involved.

This paper confirms recommendations
of the CDC and the American
Veterinary Medical Association.
Prevention of DBRFs and dog bites in
general, needs a multifaceted approach.
Focusing on one factor, or unscientific
stereotypes, can lead to ineffective
policies like BSL, which only distract
from real solutions.

improve
policy

decrease
fatalities

Policy makers should focus
resources on helping pet
owners learn how to live
safely and harmoniously
with their dogs instead of
punitive legislation.
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1. Co-occurrence of potentially preventable factors in 256 dog bite-related
fatalities in the United States (2000-2009) - https://bit.ly/3m0EoUh
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